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AGENDA ITEM #5 
SCOPING OF FUTURE TRIENNIAL AMBIENT WATER QUALITY UPDATE TO 

REFLECT REVISED RECYCLED WATER POLICY 
 

KEY ISSUES/ACTIONS FOR CONSIDERATION 
 

1) Change existing Triennial Ambient WQ Update from 3 years to every 5 years (See 
language below) 

2) Have next update “due” in 5 years (2001-2023 time period) 
3) Update monitoring/reporting approach to focus on representative rather than 

watershed-wide approach 
 
PROPOSED LANGUAGE CHANGES TO ADDRESS TIMING ISSUE 
 
Current Basin Plan Provisions 
 
No later than June 23, 2005, Orange County Water District, Irvine Ranch Water District, 
Inland Empire Utilities Agency, Chino Basin Watermaster, City of Riverside, City of Corona, 
Elsinore Valley Municipal Water District, Eastern Municipal Water District, City of Colton, 
City of San Bernardino Municipal Water Department, City of Redlands, Jurupa Community 
Services District, Western Riverside County Regional Wastewater Authority, Lee Lake Water 
District, Yucaipa Valley Water District, City of Beaumont, the San Timoteo Watershed 
Management Authority and the City of Rialto shall submit to the Regional Board for 
approval, a proposed watershed-wide TDS and nitrogen monitoring program that will provide 
data necessary to review and update the TDS/nitrogen management plan. Data to be collected 
and analyzed shall address, at a minimum: (1) determination of current ambient quality in 
groundwater management zones; (2) determination of compliance with TDS and nitrate-
nitrogen objectives for the management zones; (3) evaluation of assimilative capacity findings 
for groundwater management zones; and (4) assessment of the effects of recharge of surface 
water POTW discharges on the quality of affected groundwater management zones. The 
determination of current ambient quality shall be accomplished using methodology consistent 
with that employed by the Nitrogen/TDS Task Force (20-year running averages) to develop 
the TDS and nitrogen water quality objectives included in this Basin Plan. [Ref. 1] The 
determination of current ambient groundwater quality throughout the watershed must be 
reported by July 1, 2005, and, at a minimum, every three years thereafter. 
 
Recycled Water Policy (2019) Relevant Provisions 
 
6.2.1.3.  Salt and nutrient management plans adopted as a Basin Plan amendment or accepted 
by the regional board prior to April 18, 2019 shall be evaluated pursuant to 6.2.6 and 6.2.7 by 
April 8, 2024. 
  
6.2.6. Data assessment. The regional water boards, in consultation with stakeholders, shall 
assess and review monitoring data generated from these plans every five years, unless an 
alternate timeline has been established in a basin plan amendment.  
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This assessment shall include an evaluation of:  
• observed trends in water quality data as compared with trends predicted in the salt and 
nutrient management plan; 
 • the ability of the monitoring network to adequately characterize groundwater quality in the 
basin;  
• potential new data gaps;  
• groundwater quality impacts predicted in the salt and nutrient management plan based on 
most recent trends and any relied-upon models, including an evaluation of the ability of the 
model to simulate groundwater quality;  
• available assimilative capacity based on observed trends and most recent water quality data; 
and 
 • projects that are reasonably foreseeable at the time of this data assessment but may not have 
been when the salt and nutrient management was prepared or last updated.  
 
6.2.7. The regional water boards, in consultation with stakeholders, shall use the results of 
these periodic assessments to update basin evaluations of available assimilative capacity, 
projected trends, and concentrations of salts and nutrients in groundwater, and then determine 
whether potential updates or revisions to the salt and nutrient management plan may be 
warranted as a result of the data assessment or to make the plan consistent with the Policy. 
 
Potential Revision for Discussion 
 
No later than XXXX June 23, 2005, Orange County Water District, Irvine Ranch Water 
District, Inland Empire Utilities Agency, Chino Basin Watermaster, City of Riverside, City of 
Corona, Elsinore Valley Municipal Water District, Eastern Municipal Water District, City of 
Colton, City of San Bernardino Municipal Water Department, City of Redlands, Jurupa 
Community Services District, Western Riverside County Regional Wastewater Authority, Lee 
Lake Water District, Yucaipa Valley Water District, City of Beaumont, the San Timoteo 
Watershed Management Authority and the City of Rialto shall submit to the Regional Board’s 
Executive Officer for approval, a proposed watershed-wide TDS and nitrogen monitoring 
program that will provide data necessary to review and update the TDS/nitrogen management 
plan, and that is consistent with Section 6.2.6. of the State Water Board’s Recycled Water 
Policy (April 2019). Data to be collected and analyzed shall address, at a minimum: (1) 
determination of current ambient quality in groundwater management zones; (2) 
determination of compliance with TDS and nitrate-nitrogen objectives for the management 
zones; (3) evaluation of assimilative capacity findings for groundwater management zones; 
and (4) assessment of the effects of recharge of surface water POTW discharges on the quality 
of affected groundwater management zones. The determination of current ambient quality 
shall be accomplished using methodology consistent with that employed by the Nitrogen/TDS 
Task Force (20-year running averages) to develop the TDS and nitrogen water quality 
objectives included in this Basin Plan. [Ref. 1] Starting with the period of 2002-2023, Tthe 
determination of current ambient groundwater quality throughout the watershed must be 
reported by July 31, 2025, July 1, 2005, and, at a minimum, every three five years thereafter. 
 


